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Billions  for  War,  Pennies  for  Peace 


Budget  season  is  beginning.  Members  of  Congress 
will  be  making  decisions  on  how  to  spend  billions 
of  dollars  on  our  behalf  over  the  next  several  weeks. 
What  will  they  decide? 

Will  Congress  recognize  the  critical  need  for  tools 
other  than  military  power — such  as  diplomacy,  non¬ 
violent  strategies,  and  development  aid — to  address 
conflict  in  the  world?  Will  Congress  turn  its  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  Gulf  Coast  region  still  torn  up  by  hurri¬ 
cane-related  damage? 

Will  Congress  take  the  opportunity  to  invest  in 
effective  responses  to  global  warming?  Will  it 
address  the  curable  diseases  that  are  still  lethal  for 
many  low-income  people  in  this  country,  and  per¬ 
haps  support  research  on  other  diseases?  Could 
this  be  the  year  when  Congress  will  commit  to  the 
idea  that  everyone  should  have  shelter,  that  no  one 
should  go  hungry? 

Or  will  Congress  choose,  as  in  so  many  other  years, 
to  spend  the  bulk  of  U.S.  tax  dollars  on  war  and  the 
military? 

Choices  Begin  on  February  5 

Many  of  the  most  difficult  choices  will  be  made 
shortly  after  the  president  submits  his  budget  pro¬ 
posals  for  2008  to  Congress.  Between  February  5 
and  April  15,  Congress  must  decide  on  a  budget 
resolution  which  determines  how  much  of  U.S. 
government  spending  will  be  reserved  for  military 
spending,  how  much  will  be  available  for  diplomacy 
and  development,  and  how  much  will  be  available 
for  all  other  programs. 

FCNL  works  throughout  the  year  to  influence 
federal  spending  priorities,  but  we  know  some  of 
the  biggest  decisions  are  made  early,  in  the  budget 
resolution.  Once  the  budget  itself  is  set,  members  of 
Congress  can  shift  money  from  one  social  program 


to  another  (in  appropriations),  but  cannot  move 
funds  allocated  for  the  military  to  pay  for  peace¬ 
building  abroad  or  to  support  human  needs  in  the 
U.S.  and  abroad. 

Early  in  the  budget  process.  Congress  should  ask 
why  the  U.S.  military  budget  has  more  than  doubled 
in  the  last  30  years,  even  after  accounting  for  infla¬ 
tion.  This  increase  occurred  despite  the  fact  that  the 
Cold  War  ended  and  no  military  threat  comparable 
to  the  Soviet  Union  has  emerged.  The  military  bud¬ 
get  last  year  was  more  than  $100  billion  above  what 
it  was  in  2000,  even  after  accounting  for  inflation. 

Is  the  U.S.  secure  internationally?  A  report  by  U.S. 
intelligence  agencies  released  last  September  sug¬ 
gested  that  the  Iraq  War  has  made  the  U.S.  less  safe 
because  of  the  hatred  and  fear  generated  by  the  war. 

Is  the  U.S.  more  secure  domestically?  Thousands 
of  people  await  reconstruction  of  their  homes  in  the 
Gulf  Coast  region,  and  the  U.S.  still  is  not  prepared 
to  deal  with  another  major  natural  disaster.  Hun¬ 
dreds  of  thousands  around  the  country  live  at  the 
edge  of  the  economy,  unable  to  afford  shelter,  food, 
home  heating,  or  health  care. 

We  hope  this  newsletter  provides  ^  useful  window 
on  the  federal  budget  process  and  a  guide  for  you  as 
you  work  to  shift  money  away  from  military  spend¬ 
ing  to  more  effective,  proven  efforts  to  prevent  wars 
and  guarantee  human  security.  Coming  newslet¬ 
ters  and  our  website  will  feature  FCNL's  analysis 
of  the  federal  budget  and  specific  responses  to  the 
president's  budget  proposals.  But  even  before  then, 
you  can  use  this  resource  to  make  your  plans  to  con¬ 
tact  your  representative  and  senators  about  changing 
federal  spending  priorities.  ■ 


Remaking  the  Budget 
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FCNL  Spring  Lobby  Weekend 
Giving  Young  Adults  Their  Voice 

Three  days  after 
the  fourth  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  start 
of  the  U.S.  war  in 
Iraq,  young  adults 
from  around 
the  country  will 
gather  in  Washing¬ 
ton  March  23  -  25. 

They  will  learn  the 
most  effective  citi¬ 
zen  lobbying  tech¬ 
niques,  hear  about 
the  latest  policy 
opportunities  for 
FCNL's  priorities, 
and  make  their 
own  lobby  visits, 
focusing  on  U.S.- 
Iraq  policy. 

The  program  will  feature  briefings  from  Hill  staff,  lobby  training  by 
FCNL  staff,  and  opportunities  to  explore  Washington.  It  also  will 
include  a  workshop  on  how  to  lead  a  lobby  training  in  your  home  com¬ 
munity.  This  session  is  specifically  designed  for  returning  lobby  week¬ 
end  participants.  Young  adults  from  your  meeting,  church,  or  peace 
group  can  sign  up  for  the  weekend  or  find  more  information  at  www. 
fcnl.org/young/.  Don't  let  the  future  leaders  of  the  peace  movement 
miss  out  on  this  important  opportunity!  Make  sure  the  young  adults 
you  know  hear  about  this  exciting  event  today. 

Attendance  at  the  lobby  weekend  has  grown  each  year,  but  some  young 
adults  need  assistance  to  make  their  participation  possible.  The  cost, 

$50  for  the  weekend,  is  more  than  some  can  afford.  Please  help  us  make 
sure  that  no  one  is  turned  away  for  lack  of  funds.  Donate  to  FCNL  today 
and  write  "Young  Adult  Weekend  Scholarship"  in  the  comments  area.  ■ 


Stay  Informed  About  Where  Your  Tax  Dollars  Go 

Join  FCNL's  Budget  Interest  Group  email  list!  Twice  a  month, 

FCNL  lobbyist  Ruth  Flower  and  her  program  assistant  will  send 
you  the  Capitol  Hill  scoop  on  the  latest  federal  budget  news  and 
provide  you  with  resources  to  make  sense  of  the  budget.  You'll  get 
the  background  information  you  need  to  take  effective  action  and 
urge  Congress  to  advance  responsible  budget  priorities. 


up  at  http://www.fcnl.org/email/  by  selecting  the  Federal 
Budget  list. 
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The  Federal  Budget  Process: 

A  Congressional  Performance  in  Three  Acts 


Plot  Summary:  Congress  holds  the  purse  strings  to 
the  LI.  S.  Treasury.  How  can  you  get  Congress  to  pull 
the  purse  strings  on  the  war  in  Iraq?  And  what  about 
opening  the  nation's  purse  for  our  children?  The  elderly? 
The  poor?  And  others  who  need  the  resources  being 
devoured  by  war? 

Overture:  The  Authorization  Process 

Before  any  program  can  receive  government  fund¬ 
ing,  Congress  must  authorize  it.  Authorizing  com¬ 
mittees  approve  bills,  such  as  the  “Farm  Bill,"  that 
describe  the  programs,  indicate  how  the  federal  gov¬ 
ernment  will  fund  them,  and  set  eligibility  criteria 
for  open-ended  “entitlement"  programs.  Authori¬ 
zations  are  normally  renewed  (reauthorized)  every 
three  to  five  years  except  for  military  programs — 
which  come  up  for  reauthorization  every  year. 
Authorizing  committees  work  year-round. 

Act  One:  The  Budget  Resolution 


3.  Reconciliation  instruc¬ 
tions:  orders  to  various 
congressional  committees  to 
find  ways  to  reduce  the  cost 
of  entitlement  programs,  or 
to  raise  revenues  by  cer¬ 
tain  amounts. 

The  budget  committees' 
decisions  about  how  to 
divide  up  the  budget 
open  a  window  for 
public  comment  and 
advocacy.  Congress 
can  act  at  this  point 
early  in  the  process  to  shift  its 
spending  plans  among  major  budget  cat¬ 
egories.  It  can  choose,  for  example,  between  more 
weapons  and  more  access  to  housing  or  health  care. 
Unfortunately,  Congress  rarely  takes  advantage  of 
this  opportunity  for  fundamental  change  in  spend¬ 
ing  priorities. 


The  president  introduces  a  budget  proposal  in  early 
February.  The  proposal  is  the  first  official  presenta¬ 
tion  of  the  administration's  priorities  for  the  coming 
fiscal  year,  which  begins  the  following  October  1.  It 
includes  a  lot  of  detail  about  individual  programs, 
past  spending,  trends,  legislative  proposals,  etc.  The 
president's  proposal  is  available  on  a  CD  and  on  the 
Internet.  (Check  www.whitehouse.gov/omb/) 

Budget  committees  in  each  chamber  of  Congress 
receive  the  president's  proposal  and  consider  it  while 
they  construct  a  budget  resolution  of  their  own.  By 
April  15,  the  House  and  the  Senate  are  supposed  to 
have  agreed  on  a  budget  resolution  which  maps  out 
the  spending  and  tax  decisions  Congress  will  make 
in  Acts  II  and  III.  This  resolution,  generally  only  a 
few  pages  long,  sets  out: 

1.  Functions:  the  amounts  to  be  spent  on  major 
functions  or  purposes  served  by  federal  government 
programs,  for  example,  transportation,  defense,  and 
income  supports  are  three  different  budget  func¬ 
tions; 


Moving  Fiscal  Mountains:  Do  you  think  Congress 
should  be  making  sure  that  the  poorest  among  us  are 
housed  and  fed  rather  than  spending  billions  for  a  bigger 
military?  Call  your  senators  and  representative  to  share 
your  priorities.  Ask  them  to  ynove  allocations  for  defense 
functions  to  support  for  education,  health,  or  the  environ¬ 
ment.  If  your  representative  or  senators  sit  on  the  budget 
committee,  he  or  she  has  a  lead  role  in  these  major  deci¬ 
sions.  Get  information  about  your  legislators'  committee 
assignments  and  contact  information  on  the  FCNL  web¬ 
site  at  wiviv.fcnl.org;  click  on  "Contact  Congress." 


Act  Two:  Appropriations 

Each  chamber  of  Congress  has  an  appropriations 
committee  with  12  subcommittees  overseeing 
spending  for  a  set  of  departments  or  agencies.  For 
example,  the  Appropriations  Subcommittee  on 
Labor,  Health  &  Human  Services  and  Education 
oversees  the  spending  of  the  Department  of  Labor, 
the  Department  of  Health  and  Human  Services,  and 


2.  Revenues:  the  amount  of  revenue  to  be  raised;  and 


(continued  on  page  4) 
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The  Federal  Budget  Process  (continued  from  page  3) 


the  Department  of  Education,  plus  other  smaller, 
related  agencies. 

After  the  House  and  Senate  agree  on  a  budget  reso¬ 
lution  that  sets  ceilings  for  spending  on  the  various 
large  government  functions,  the  appropriations 
committee  divides  up  the  available  dollars  among 
its  subcommittees. 


Appropriations  committees  have  a  direct  role  in  setting 
leiK’ls  of  discretionary  spending,  as  opposed  to  "entitle¬ 
ment"  spending.  Entitlement  programs  create  a  right  to 
certain  services  for  eligible  indiznduals.  Congress  can't 
sazv  money  by  simply  allocating  less  money  to  those  pro¬ 
grams.  Instead,  it  has  to  change  zvho  is  eligible  for  ben¬ 
efits,  or  change  the  nature  of  the  benefits  themselves,  in 
order  to  reduce  the  cost  of  the  entitlement  program. 


Each  appropriations  subcommittee  is  given  an 
“allocation" — a  total  dollar  amount  to  be  divided 
up  among  all  the  programs  under  its  jurisdiction. 
(This  is  called  the  “302b"  allocation.)  For  example, 
the  budget  for  military  functions  is  allocated  to  the 
Department  of  Defense,  Department  of  Energy,  and 
several  related  agencies.  Actual  spending  for  each 
of  these  departments  or  agencies  may  be  considered 
by  different  appropriations  subcommittees. 


Condition  Funds  for  War:  As  appropriations  commit¬ 
tees  and  subcommittees  consider  military  appropriations, 
make  your  zmce  heard.  Even  if  large  sums  seem  likely  to 
be  allocated  to  the  military,  those  sums  don't  have  to  he 
sent  to  the  Pentagon  as  a  blank  check.  Urge  your  repre¬ 
sentative  to  support  conditions  on  spending,  such  as  set¬ 
ting  a  date  beyond  zvliich  no  more  funds  can  be  used  for  a 
U.S.  military  presence  in  Iraq. 


Each  subcommittee  holds  hearings  and  then  recom¬ 
mends  specific  appropriations  for  specific  programs, 
line  by  line.  For  example,  one  subcommittee  gets 
to  decide  how  many  “gold-plated"  F-16  fighter  jets 
to  buy,  and  another  subcommittee  decides  whether 
to  cut  school  lunches  or  a  senior  meal  program. 

The  committee  can  trade  off  spending  among  pro¬ 
grams,  as  long  as  all  the  trade-offs  are  within  the 


subcommittee's  jurisdiction  and  the  total  amount 
allocated  to  all  programs  stays  under  the  subcom¬ 
mittee's  limit.  The  subcommittee  chair  then  drafts 
a  bill — “the  chairman's  mark" — which  the  subcom¬ 
mittee  considers,  amends,  and  reports  out  to  the  full 
appropriations  committee. 

After  the  full  appropriations  committee  approves 
each  subcommittee's  bill,  it  goes  to  the  floor  in  each 
chamber.  After  approval  by  each  chamber,  the 
House  and  Senate  appoint  a  conference  commit¬ 
tee  to  work  out  the  differences  between  their  bills. 
After  final  approval,  each  appropriations  bill  goes 
to  the  president  for  his  signature.  Then,  and  only 
then,  are  departments  of  the  federal  government 
able  to  draw  funds  from  the  Treasury  for  the  next 
fiscal  year. 

Act  Three:  Reconciliation 

In  the  process  of  developing  the  budget  resolution, 
the  budget  committees  match  the  spending  limits 
they  are  setting  with  the  amount  of  revenue  the 
government  can  anticipate  in  the  next  fiscal  year. 
When  the  two  don't  match,  the  two  amounts  have 
to  be  “reconciled,"  and  the  budget  committees  can 
“instruct"  other  committees  to  do  this. 

The  committees  that  write  tax  laws  (the  Finance 
Committee  in  the  Senate  and  the  Ways  and  Means 
Committee  in  the  House)  may  be  given  “reconcilia¬ 
tion  instructions"  to  find  a  way  to  raise  more  money 
(through  income  taxes,  user  fees,  or  trade  tariffs)  or 
to  decrease  spending  on  entitlement  programs  such 
as  Medicare  or  Medicaid,  which  are  also  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  these  committees. 

Other  committees  that  oversee  entitlement  pro¬ 
grams  (such  as  the  Agriculture  Committee,  which 
oversees  the  food  stamp  program)  might  also  be 
told  to  find  ways  to  reduce  the  costs  of  the  program, 
by  changing  who  is  eligible  or  changing  the  pro¬ 
gram's  benefits.  These  committees  then  report  their 
decisions  to  the  budget  committees  in  the  House 
and  the  Senate  which  compiles  them  into  a  “rec¬ 
onciliation  bill."  The  reconciliation  bill  can  be  one 
of  the  toughest  pieces  of  legislation  that  Congress 
handles  all  year. 
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Finale:  End  of  the  Fiscal  Year 

The  federal  government's  fiscal  year  ends  on  Sep¬ 
tember  30.  By  that  time,  all  appropriations  bills 
and  a  reconciliation  bill  (if  there  is  one)  must  be 
approved  by  both  houses  and  signed  by  the  presi¬ 
dent.  According  to  the  script.  Congress  should  wrap 
up  its  fiscal  business  and  end  in  a  glorious  finale 
by  midnight  on  September  30.  But  that  rarely  hap¬ 
pens.  Instead,  the  finale  is  often  a  confusing  reprise 
of  some  of  the  major  themes  debated  earlier  in  the 
budget  performance. 

Ultimately,  Congress  has  to  end  the  performance, 
and  so  it  combines  any  remaining  appropriations 
bills  into  a  "continuing  resolution"  or  "CR." 

Typically,  the  CR  provides  temporary  spending 
authority — until  a  specific  date  given  in  the  bill — at 
an  agreed  upon  level  (such  as  the  previous  year's 
level  plus  or  minus  1%  or  2%.)  Usually,  the  CR  is 


negotiated  by  the  leaders  of  both  parties — includ¬ 
ing  the  president.  Because  time  is  of  the  essence  in 
this  closing  act,  the  president  wields  a  lot  of  power 
to  affect  the  details  of  the  spending  bills,  by  threat¬ 
ening  to  veto  an  unacceptable  bill  and  thus  shut¬ 
ting  down  the  government.  So  the  final  moments 
on  the  budget  stage  are  dramatic  and  filled  with 
power  conflicts — loud,  but  neither  illuminating  nor 
inspiring.  ■ 


Supplemental  Strings:  To  date,  Congress  has  allocat¬ 
ed  about  $400  billion  to  the  war  in  Iraq  and  Afghanistan, 
with  $339  billion  coming  in  "emergency  suplementaT' 
bills.  These  bills  are  introduced  in  parallel  with  the  nor¬ 
mal  budget  process,  but  are  expedited  and  excused  from 
many  of  the  rules  that  Congress  sets  for  normal  spending 
bills,  most  of  which  are  designed  to  control  deficit  spend¬ 
ing.  At  the  same  time,  these  bills  make  war  funding  very 
visible  to  the  public  and  should  draw  the  vocal  opposition 
of  people  seeking  to  de-fund  the  war. 
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The  Federal  Budget  Calendar 


January  4:  New  members  are  sworn  in 


January  23:  State  of  the  Union 


Feb.  5:  The  president  delivers  his  fiscal  year  2008  budget  proposal  to  Congress. 


Budget  committees  meet  in  the  House 
and  Senate  to  set  spending  ceilings  on 
major  government  functions  and  determine 
the  amount  of  revenue  to  be  raised. 
Reconciliation  instructions  may  be  issued. 


April  15:  Last  day  for  the  budget  resolution 
to  be  passed. 


Speak  up  for  human  needs  programs 
and  international  aid.  Watch  out  for 
new  funding  for  nuclear  weapons. 


Appropriations  committees 
and  subcommittees  begin  to  — 

meet  in  the  House  and  Senate. 


Watch  for  "emergency  supplementals' 
for  war  and  military  spending. 


House  and  Senate  vote  on  appropriations 
bills  as  they  are  reported  by  the  committee. 

Tax  and  reconciliation  instructions  are 
considered  in  committee. 


Recess 


Visit  your  representative  and  senators  in  their  home 
offices  to  remind  them  of  your  views  on  how  your 
taxes  should  be  spent. 


Congress  votes  on  appropriations  bills,  conference  reports, 
and  reconciliation  bills  must  be  completed  by  September  30 

OR  a  continuing  resolution  (CR)  must  be  enacted  to  continue 


October  1:  Fiscal  Year  2008  begins 


Congress  continues  work  on  unfinished  appropriations  bills  and  other  legislation. 


Watch  for  "emergency  supplemental' 
requests  for  more  war  funding. 
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“Address  global  climate  change  and  protect  the 
environment  by  reducing  U.S.  fossil  fuel  consumption 
through  energy  conservation,  improved  efficiency,  and 
accelerated  development  and  use  of  renewable  energy 
sources.  Establish  equitable  and  sustainable  use  of 
the  world's  natural  resources  by  participating  in  and 
complying  with  multilateral  environmental  agreements." 

(FCNL  Legislative  Priority  for  the  110th  Congress, 

approved  11/12/2006) 


All  of  this  activity  on  energy  and  climate  change 
reflects  the  mounting  public  pressure — from  con¬ 
cerned  citizens,  religious  groups,  business  and 
military  leaders,  governors  and  mayors,  and  allies 
abroad — for  urgent  action  to  reduce  U.S.  oil  depen¬ 
dence  and  mitigate  harmful  climate  change. 

We  need  to  keep  up  the  good  work  and  the  momen¬ 
tum! 

Climate  and  Energy  Bills  to  Watch 

Complete  texts  of  the  following  bills  were  not  avail¬ 
able  at  publication  time,  but  based  on  their  initial 
descriptions,  FCNL  will  be  tracking  them  in  the 
months  ahead.  Stay  tuned  for  future  updates  and 
action  alerts. 

Senator  Bernard  Sanders  (VT)  and  10  cosponsors 
have  introduced  S.  309,  "a  bill  to  amend  the  Clean 
Air  Act  to  reduce  emissions  of  carbon  dioxide,  and 
for  other  purposes."  The  bill  would  reduce  U.S. 
greenhouse  gas  emissions  to  1990  levels  by  2020  and 
then  reduce  emissions  80%  below  that  level  by  2050. 
Scientists  estimate  this  is  the  amount  of  reduction 
that  is  needed  to  prevent  harmful  and  extreme  cli¬ 
mate  changes;  it  would  stabilize  atmospheric  carbon 
dioxide  levels  at  450  parts  per  million.  Retired  Sena¬ 
tor  James  Jeffords  (VT)  and  Senator  Barbara  Boxer 
(CA),  who  is  now  the  new  chair  of  the  Senate  Envi¬ 
ronment  and  Public  Works  Committee,  introduced 
similar  legislation  last  year,  which  FCNL  supported. 

Senators  Joseph  Biden  (DE)  and  Richard  Lugar  (IN) 
have  introduced  S.  Res.  30,  "A  resolution  express¬ 
ing  the  sense  of  the  Senate  regarding  the  need  for 
the  United  States  to  address  global  climate  change 
through  the  negotiation  of  fair  and  effective  interna¬ 
tional  commitments." 


Representative  Rosco  Bartlett  (MD)  and  nine 
cosponsors  have  introduced  FI.  Res.  12,  "express¬ 
ing  the  sense  of  the  Flouse  of  Representatives  that 
the  United  States,  in  collaboration  with  other  inter¬ 
national  allies,  should  establish  an  energy  project 
with  the  magnitude,  creativity,  and  sense  of  urgen¬ 
cy  that  was  incorporated  in  the  'Man  on  the  Moon' 
project  and  address  the  inevitable  challenges  of 
'Peak  Oil'." 

In  coming  months,  the  Senate  Energy  and  Natural 
Resources  Committee,  chaired  by  Senator  Jeff  Bin- 
gaman  (NM),  will  be  working  on  its  own  energy 
bill,  entitled  "National  Energy  and  Environmental 
Security  Act  of  2007"  (S.  6),  "to  enhance  the  securi¬ 
ty  of  the  United  States  by  reducing  the  dependence 
of  the  United  States  on  foreign  and  unsustainable 
energy  sources  and  the  risks  of  global  warming."  ■ 


Simplify  Your  Giving! 

We  call  it  Autogive.  You'll  call  it  "simplicity  in 
giving."  Electronic  transfer  of  your  contribu¬ 
tion  from  your  bank  account  or  credit  card  to 
FCNL  will  save  you  time  and  make  your  dol¬ 
lars  go  further  for  FCNL. 

■  Your  automatic  monthly  gift  will  be  record¬ 
ed  on  your  bank  statement,  and  FCNL  will 
send  you  a  year-end  statement  —  and  a 
very  large  "thank  you"! 

■  You  will  no  longer  receive  regular  FCNL 
fund  appeals. 

■  Your  contribution  will  be  spread  through¬ 
out  the  year  and  save  you  the  trouble  of 
writing  checks. 

■  FCNL  will  receive  steady  income  through¬ 
out  the  year  and  will  save  money  through 
less  paperwork  and  postage. 

You  can  start  giving  by  Autogive  with  a  mini¬ 
mum  gift  of  $10  per  month.  To  obtain  more 
information  or  an  application  form,  contact 
Julia  Hejl  at  FCNL  at  julia@fcnl.org  or  202-547- 
6000,  X  2538.  You  can  also  obtain  an  applica¬ 
tion  form  on  the  FCNL  website  at  www.fcnl. 
org  and  click  on  "How  to  Give." 
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INSIDE  MOVING  MOUNTAINS  -  FROM  MILITARY  SPENDING 

TO  HUMAN  SECURITY  No.  714,  February  2007 

noth  Congress  Off  to  a  Fast  Start 
On  Climate  and  Energy  Concerns 


The  noth  Congress  wasted  no  time  before  address¬ 
ing  climate  and  energy  issues.  Normally  when  a 
new  Congress  convenes  in  early  January,  it  meets 
for  a  couple  of  days  to  organize  and  then  goes 
home  until  the  president's  annual  State  of  the  Union 
address.  Not  so  with  the  110th:  both  chambers  went 
right  to  work. 

Ending  key  tax  and  royalty  preferences  to  oil  com¬ 
panies  and  using  the  resulting  $14  billion  of  revenue 
over  the  next  10  years  to  fund  renewable  energy 
programs  was  one  of  the  top  priorities  for  the  new 
House  leadership.  A  bill  to  accomplish  these  objec¬ 
tives,  H.R.  6,  was  easily  approved  in  the  House  with 
bipartisan  support  in  January. 

In  addition,  several  competing  bills  to  address  cli¬ 
mate  change  and  U.S.  oil  dependence  were  intro¬ 
duced  in  the  opening  weeks.  Leaders  in  both  the 
House  and  Senate  called  for  prompt  legislative 
action  this  session  to  address  energy  and  climate 
concerns.  The  new  Speaker  of  the  House,  Nancy 
Pelosi  (CA),  also  proposed  creating  a  new  "Select 
Committee  on  Energy  Independence  and  Global 
Warming"  to  oversee  and  promote  related  legisla¬ 
tion.  The  new  chairs  of  the  already  established 
House  and  Senate  committees  that  deal  with  energy 
and  climate  issues  have  also  promised  to  give  top 
priority  to  these  concerns  in  the  110th  Congress. 


ACT  NOW:  Will  Congress  keep  up  the  pace  and 
enact  effective  legislation?  We  can  help  make  it  so! 

Congressional  budget  committees  are  now 
considering  priorities  for  the  fiscal  year  2008 
congressional  budget  resolution.  Please  urge  your 
legislators  to  dramatically  increase  investment  in 
programs  dedicated  to  addressing  global  climate 
change,  protecting  the  environment,  reducing 
U.S.  fossil  fuel  consumption,  promoting  energy 
conservation,  improving  energy  efficiency, 
expanding  public  transportation,  and  accelerating 
development  and  use  of  renewable  energy  sources. 

This  can  be  done  without  increasing  the  budget 
deficit  by  cutting  military  spending.  Our  country's 
dangerous  oil  dependence  and  accelerating  global 
warming  pose  far  greater  threats  to  human 
security  in  the  decades  ahead  than  any  military 
threat  the  U.S.  faces  today.  Congress  should  shift 
federal  budget  priorities  to  reflect  these  urgent 
challenges. 


Capping  off  the  unusually  busy  January,  the  presi¬ 
dent  also  devoted  several  paragraphs  of  his  State 
of  the  Union  message  to  say  what  he  plans  to  do  to 
address  energy  and  climate  concerns. 


(Coniinued  on  page  7) 
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